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Today's prelims practice Question

Q)The recently formed ‘Middle Eastern Quad’ consists of which of the following countries
1.India
2.Israel
3.USA
4.Saudi Arabia
5.UAE
Select the correct answer code:

a) 1, 2, 3, 4
b) 1, 3, 4, 5
c)  1, 2 ,3 ,5
d) 2, 3, 4, 5



Explanation

❖ The member nations of the Middle 

East Quad is Israel, USA, UAE, 

and India. It was after the meeting 

of the Foreign Ministers of India, 

the US .



Today's prelims practice Question

Q)The term ‘Unicorn Company’ often seen news means

a) Privatization of any loss-making state-owned company
b) Privately held start-up company valued at over US$1 billion
c) A public sector company merged with another public sector 
company
d) Foreign multinational company with monopoly 



How direct benefit transfer empowers women

Context

❖ The Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) 
has done a wonderful job in 
addressing women's financial 
autonomy in India. 

❖ With low female labor force 
participation and significant gender 
disparities in economic and social 
spheres, DBT schemes are being 
examined for their impact on 
women's empowerment and 
financial decision-making.



Financial Autonomy and DBT

❖ India’s female labor force participation rate is just 
28%, and women make up 95% of those not 
engaged in education, employment, or training. 
This highlights the need for alternative 
mechanisms to provide financial autonomy to 
women.

❖ Research indicates that income from DBT 
schemes is often spent by women at their 
discretion, benefiting low-income households 
where a significant portion of income goes to 
necessities like food and fuel.

❖ DBT funds are shown to circulate back into the 
economy, supporting local consumption. For 
instance, rural households in the lowest income 
bracket spend a large share of their income on 
essential items, which stimulates local economic 
activity.



Political and Electoral Aspects

❖ Various states have implemented DBT schemes 
targeting women, such as Maharashtra’s Ladki Bahin 
scheme and West Bengal’s Lakshmir Bhandar. These 
programs aim to enhance women’s financial 
independence and influence within the family.

❖ While DBT schemes can influence electoral outcomes, 
their effectiveness is variable. For example, Andhra 
Pradesh’s YSRCP’s DBT scheme did not translate 
into electoral success, whereas similar schemes in 
Telangana and Karnataka positively impacted political 
results.

❖  Despite the benefits, the implementation of DBT 
schemes is inconsistent, with some states performing 
better than others. Additionally, central schemes lack a 
universal approach to support low-income women, 
limiting the overall impact.



Implementation and Effectiveness

❖ State-sponsored DBT schemes, such as Tamil 
Nadu’s and Punjab’s, have shown improvements 
in women’s financial decision-making and family 
dynamics. However, central schemes like the 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana are more 
focused and less comprehensive.

❖ The Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
which oversees several DBT schemes, has struggled 
with implementation, ranking low in performance 
metrics. This affects the reach and effectiveness of 
these programs.

❖ There is potential for a national DBT scheme to 
enhance financial support universally for women, 
which could address some of the gender disparities 
identified and improve women’s position in 
society.



What is Separation of Powers?

Context

❖ Prime Minister Modi’s visit to 
the Chief Justice’s residence 
has set off debate on the 
separation of powers (a 
cornerstone of the judiciary 
and a key feature of the basic 
structure of the Constitution) 
and post-retirement 
sinecures for judges. It has 
raised several questions, 
including the lack of up-
keeping of the principle of 
separating the judiciary from 
the executive.



Separation of Powers

❖ Separation of powers is a fundamental 
principle of democratic governance that 
involves distributing the functions of 
government among different branches:

❖ Legislative: Parliament ( Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha), State legislative bodies

❖ Executive: President (central level), 
Governor (state level)

❖ Judicial: Supreme Court, High Court and 
all other subordinate courts

❖ This distribution aims to prevent the 
concentration of power in any single 
branch and to ensure that each branch 
operates independently yet 
cooperatively.

❖ Application in the Indian 
Constitution: While the Indian 
Constitution does not explicitly use the 
term "separation of powers," it implicitly 
incorporates the concept by allocating 
distinct functions and powers to the 
Legislature, Executive, and Judiciary.

❖ In the case of Ram Jawaya Kapur v. 
State of Punjab, SC held that the doctrine 
of separation of powers is not explicitly 
mentioned in the Constitution but each 
branch of government should not 
encroach on the functions of the others. 
Each organ must exercise its powers 
within the limits set by the Constitution.

❖This structure helps maintain a balanced 
system of governance and prevents any 
single branch from becoming too 
powerful.



Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Roles

Legislative Branch:
❖ It is responsible for creating laws and 

overseeing their implementation. The 
Parliament (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) 
enacts laws within its jurisdiction as 
defined by the Union List, the Concurrent 
List, and the State List.

❖ Oversight: The Legislature checks the 
Executive through mechanisms such 
as legislative oversight, budgetary 
control, and the power to impeach 
officials. The Parliament also has the 
authority to question and censure the 
Executive.

❖ Checks on Legislature: The Executive can 
influence the Legislature through 
the President’s power to withhold 
assent to bills, thereby requiring further 
deliberation. Additionally, the Executive 
can issue ordinances in urgent situations, 
subject to parliamentary approval.

Executive Branch:
❖ The branch enforces and administers 

laws. The Executive includes 
the President, the Prime Minister, and 
the Council of Ministers. It is tasked with 
implementing policies and laws enacted 
by the Legislature.



Judicial Branch:
❖ Judiciary interprets laws and ensures their 

conformity with the Constitution. The Judiciary, 
headed by the Supreme Court, reviews laws and 
governmental actions through judicial review.

Checks and Balances Mechanisms

❖ Checks and balances are fundamental 
mechanisms within a democratic system that 
prevent any single branch of government from 
gaining too much power.

❖ In India, these mechanisms are essential for 
maintaining a balanced governance structure 
where the Legislature, Executive and Judiciary 
operate independently yet interdependently.

❖ The Indian Constitution’s Doctrine of Checks and 
Balance was introduced by the Supreme Court in 
the 1993 decision of Kannadasan v. Tamil Nadu 
State.



Mission Mausam

The newly-launched Mission Mausam will 
not just help in improving weather 
forecasts in the country but also enable 
the Met department to develop 
capabilities to ‘manage’ certain weather 
events, like enhancing or suppressing 
rainfall over an area according to 
requirements, a top government official 
said on Thursday.



Mission Mausam

❑ Mission Mausam, a ₹2,000 crore 
initiative approved by the Union 
Cabinet, aims to enhance India’s 
weather and climate forecasting 
capabilities by 2026.

❑ Spearheaded by the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences (MoES), the mission seeks to 
make India “Weather Ready” and 
“Climate Smart,” improving resilience 
against climate change and extreme 
weather events.



❑ Mission Mausam, which was approved by the 
union Cabinet on Wednesday, is aimed at 
improving India’s weather forecasting 
capabilities, by upgrading the weather 
monitoring infrastructure, investing in 
scientific research, and improving the skills of 
the scientists. 

❑ The Mission has been allocated Rs 2,000 
crore for the next two years. Ravichandran 
said the Mission would be implemented over 
a five-year period, with the budget for the 
second half to be decided at a later stage.

❑ An important task under the would be 
intensifying the weather observation network in 
the country, not just over land, but also on sea 
and the sky.

❑ This would directly help improve the weather 
model accuracy and also facilitate studies paving 
the way for having better understanding of 
climate sciences.

❑ Over the next 18 months, the numbers of 
doppler radars, wind profilers, radiometers and 
radio sonde will be increased by many folds.

❑ All these are essential tools and infrastructure 
used for recording weather data from across the 
surface, atmosphere and oceans.

https://indianexpress.com/about/budget-2024/


Water security must be ensured for rural India



❑ With more than half the country’s 

population depending directly or indirectly 

on agriculture, prosperity and economic 

growth in the rural sector becomes vital. 

❑ The average land holding being just about 

a hectare, nearly 90% of farmers are 

smallholders and solutions that work for 

large-holding farmers may not be effective 

for them.

❑ Therefore, urgent policy refinements are 

needed to ensure people’s economic 

independence and a prosperous rural India. 

❑ These must include climate resilience, water 
conservation and sustainable practices to 

navigate an important transformation.

❑ A significant first step is to recognize that 

much of agriculture depends on women.

❑ With employable young men migrating to 

urban areas, land tilling and allied 
businesses in the rural sector are 

increasingly being shouldered by the 

women.

❑ The full potential and economic 

autonomy of women farmers could be 

unlocked if we take measures to ease 

their currently restricted access to 

knowledge, finance and markets.



❑ India’s agricultural sector is mainly rain-fed, with 

all the vagaries of monsoon rainfall. 

❑ This renders it susceptible to water scarcity and 

unpredictable precipitation patterns.

❑ Incorporating water conservation strategies, 

such as collecting rainwater, using effective 

irrigation technologies (like drip and sprinkler 

systems) and managing watersheds, is crucial 
to preserve soil moisture and sustain long-term 

agricultural output.

❑ Underlying all these is the need to recharge 

groundwater— a slow process, but without 
which we will run the risk of ‘overconsuming,’

❑ These water-efficiency linked measures 

will help enhance crop yields by 

ensuring that crops receive sufficient 

moisture throughout their growth 

cycles.

❑ A recent unveiling by the Prime Minister 

of 109 high-yielding, climate-resilient 

and bio-fortified crops is a 

commendable step.

❑ Weather forecasts and real time data 

can assist farmers make well-informed 

plantation and harvest choices, and 

hence help them minimize losses 

caused by unpredictable factors.



❑ India has a large young population, 

too, well set to reap a demographic 

dividend.

❑ The spread of tech-enabled activities 

in villages can keep the youth 

engaged throughout the year, and 

not just during the traditional kharif 

and rabi cultivation cycles.

❑ Much thought at the highest levels is 

needed to make rural India a 

powerhouse. 

❑ A comprehensive approach that 
factors in the active inclusion of 

women in the economic cycle, 

makes it exciting for the youth to stay 

in their villages and fosters startup 

thinking would be crucial.



Thank you
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